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WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
FOR REVIEW OF YEAR 2025 

January 25, 2026 

1. Call Meeting to Order and Opening Prayer

2. Review of the Minutes to the Annual Meeting for Review of 2024

3. Review of the Council Officer and Committee Annual Reports for 2025

a. Council President Report

b. Clerk's Report
c. Treasurer Report

i. Budgeted Amount vs. Actual Income and Expense Summary

ii. Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2025

d. Financial Secretary Report
e. Pastor's Annual Report
f. Diaconate Report

g. Trustees Report
h. Music Committee Report

i. Christian Education Report

j. Publicity Report

k. Events Report

l. Missions Report

4. New Business
a. Proposed Budget for 2026

b. Proposed Slate of Officers for 2026

5. Unfinished Business

6. Closing Prayer



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
MINUTES TO THE ANNUAL MEETING 

FOR REVIEW OF 2024 

January 26, 2025 

Attendees: Mark Bigos, Karen Bittar, Tom Chaffin, Jean Collins, Anthony Cruz, Mary 
Jayne Cupole, Caroline Davignon, Carol Davidson, Marina Diaz, Sharon Dressler, 
Debra Fellenbaum, Pastor Ken Fellenbaum, Tom Francoeur, James Fulton, Bobbi 
Garman, Jack Garman, Mary Claire Hanson, Teri Hanson, David Hnath, Lisa 
Hnath, Lee Hurst, Robert Hutcheon, Clint LaPlant, Ronald Lincoln, Maria Mackin,  
Sandra Manes, Laurie Martin, Dorene Murphy, Karen Murray, Peter Murray, 
Lorraine Norton, Kathy Pough, Anthony Purpora, Wendy Ralston, Adrian Rebollo, 
Rebecca Rebollo, David Rossman, Pam Rossman, Bill Samela, Cindy Samela, Jordan 
Schulte, Tracy Collins Schulte, Paula Smith, Jan Sowka, Diane Visconti (denotes 
members) Total of 45 in attendance, 41 members.

Council President, Mary Claire Hanson called the meeting to order at 11:16 AM, 
welcoming all with a brief introduction of the proceedings. 

Member, Sharon Dressler passed around an attendance sign in sheet to obtain signatures of 
all those attending the meeting. 

Clerk Dave Hnath emailed the annual report package which included all the 2024 annual 
committee reports, a copy of the proposed budget and slate of officers for 2025 on Tuesday 
1/21/25 to members and friends of WBCC for all to review in advance of today’s annual all 
church business meeting to expedite matters.   

Dave also prepared a few paper copies of the annual report and directory of members & 
friends. Trustee Jim Fulton passed out the copies to those in attendance who wanted one.  

A quorum of fifteen (15) members is needed to vote on the matters at hand. Forty-five (45) 
were in attendance of which forty-one (41) are voting members. Per Church Clerk, Dave 
Hnath, we have a quorum.

An opening prayer was led by Deacon Ron Lincoln. 



President Hanson expressed her gratefulness for everyone’s dedication to the church these 
now past ten years as president of the WBCC council.   

President Hanson gave everyone in attendance 10 minutes to review the annual reports.

President Hanson asked if more time was needed to review the reports at which no 
questions, corrections or comments were received or noted.

Recording Secretary, Cindy Samela cast one ballot to accept all the 2024 reports.  Jim 
Fulton seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed.   

Proposed Budget for 2025: Per Treasurer Paula Smith
• Council approved an increase to the Music Director and Sexton by 10% over the

next two years.

• Continuing to fund the Timothy Fund.
• Increased advertisements- two mailings.
• Had a tree removal last year.
• General liability deductions went up from $2,500 to $5,000 this new year.
• Closed out 2024 with 9 months of operating income.
• Budget is very conservative.

No questions or comments were received about the budget.  

President Hanson called for a motion to accept the proposed budget for 2025. Jim 
Fulton made the motion. Anthony Cruz seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion 
passed.

Proposed Slate of Officers for 2025: 

• President Hanson thanked all the officers for their commitments
• Introduced the officers from the prepared list of names

No other nominations were received from the floor.  

Deacon Chairman Clint LaPlant made mention to recognize Tom Chaffin for his service 
assisting the deacons.



President Hanson called for a motion to accept the slate of officers for 2025. Ron 
Lincoln made the motion. Jean Collins seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion 
passed.    

President Hanson thanked Pastor Ken and Deb for their unwavering work in the 
church.  

Comments from the Pastor: 
• Pastor Ken thanked President Hanson and the officers for their leadership.
• Happy to see church attendance increasing.
• This past Friday while on vacation, he visited the Lancaster Bible College in PA. 

Had a nice meeting there on campus.  Actively looking for a Summer Intern 
Pastor and a Timothy or Titus.

• This new year of 2025 is WBCC’s 130th year.

Old Business: 
No old business to discuss. 

New Business: 
No new business to discuss. 

President Hanson encourages us all to take the time to meditate with the Lord

President Hanson closed with the reading of Exodus 14:14: “The Lord himself will fight 
for you. Just stay calm.”   

President Hanson called for a motion to adjourn at 11:47 AM. A motion to adjourn 
was made by Lisa Hnath and seconded by Sandy Manes. All in favor. Motion 
passed..    

Pastor Ken closed with prayer.. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Samela 
Recording Secretary 



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT REPORT FOR 2025 

Let us hold firmly to the hope we profess, because we can trust God to keep his promise. Let us be concerned for one 
another to show love and to do good. Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. Instead, let us 
encourage one another all the more, since you see that the Day of the Lord is coming nearer. Hebrews 10:23-25 GNT

It is not difficult to reflect on the above verses from Hebrews and think of the members and friends of Wildermere 
Beach Congregational Church. All who gather in this place are committed to concern, demonstrating love and doing 
good for all who walk through the doors. In worship and fellowship, each person reflects the work of Jesus Christ in 
their unique way. Our gathering reminds us of our need for a Savior, and among strangers and friends reflects whom 
we serve.

After 130 years on the West Shore, the congregation remains blessed by God for our dedication to missions and 
community. Our semi-annual tag sales remain popular with sellers and shoppers, and despite challenging weather we 
managed to enjoy another afternoon of music with the Milford Concert Band. Of course, our trunk or treat event in 
October brings hundreds to our doorstep each year. We also served the community a delicious Thanksgiving dinner 
for the first time in many years.

We instituted our inaugural year of Vacation Bible School with much success, thanks to the many who volunteered 
and participated. As our church attendance has increased the opportunity for young adults to gather monthly has 
occurred. Our fellowship luncheons have continued to bring members and friends together to enjoy the culinary 
delights of the men and women of the church.  

The leadership of Pastor Fellenbaum for over 13 years, with the Lord’s help, has facilitated fellowship and financial 
strength so that we can continue our godly work. Let us pray that by God’s power, grace, and glory we may guide 
others into his presence and the service of his Church until his return.

Thank you for sharing your spiritual gifts and monetary commitment to this congregation. Under the leadership of 
dedicated Council officers, church members, and friends we continue to make improvements beneficial to 
Wildermere Beach Congregational Church and the community.

It is an honor to have served another year as Council President, for the reverence and glory of Jesus Christ. My prayer 
throughout 2026 is that you will be joyful always, pray continually, and stand firm in your faith in Jesus’ name.

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Claire Hanson 
Council President 



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
CLERK'S REPORT FOR 2025 

MEMBERSHIP 
We started the year with 77 members (59 “active” members). In keeping our membership roll updated, we added 
one new member, moved three members from active to inactive, and removed 13 members from the inactive roll 
who have permanently moved or who we have not heard from at all in the past year or more.  Our membership roll 
now consists of 65 members, 57 of whom are considered “active” members and 8 of whom are considered “inactive” 
members. 

In 2024 WBCC added one (1) new members. The following new member joined our fellowship on April 6, 2025: 
• Lorraine Norton

It has been an honor and privilege to serve our fellowship, and I look forward to continuing to serve as God 
allows. 

In His Service, 

David M. Hnath, Esq. �������������������� 
WBCC Clerk 

EVENTS OF NOTE
The following events touched our fellowship in 2025:

• 3/23- Pastor Ken dedicated Donovan Thompson Hanson (Teri Hanson’s grandson)
• 6/21- Mike Hnath and Allie Corless were married (Mike is the church sound tech and Dave &

Lisa Hnath's son)
• 7/9- Joe Crapanzano passed away- he attended prior to Covid, and was a regular online viewer
• 7/11- Pastor Ken performed Diana Pfeiffer’s funeral (she passed away 6/29- her husband, Jim,

has become a regular attender
• 7/24- Caroline D’Avignon’s father, Walter, passed away at age 93
• 11/13- Teri Hanson's husband, John, passed away

YEAR OF MEMBERSHIP 
Active (inactive) 

2025- 1 
2024- 2 
2023- 6 
2022- 2 
2020-8 
2019-3 
2018- 3 

2017- 5 (1) 
2016- 4 (2) 

2013- 6 
2012- 8 (2) 
2000s- 1 (1) 
1990s- 2 (1) 

1980s-2 
1970s- 1 

Unknown- 3 (1) 



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP ROLL- DECEMBER 31, 2025 

   LAST  FIRST  MEMBERSHIP DATE 

Stephanie

Verna

Eleanor

Tom

Jean

Anthony

11/5/2023 

3/1991 

3/20/2016 

3/1/2020 

6/2/2013 

11/4/2012

Mary Jayne 3/16/2008

Carol 12/13/2020

Sharon 11/5/2023

Debra 11/4/2012

Kenneth 11/4/2012

Wendy 11/5/2023

Tom 12/13/2020

Jim 12/8/2019

Joann 12/8/2019

Armstrong-Sherman 

Batista

Calder

Chaffin

Collins

Cruz

Cupole

Davidson

Diaz

Dressler 

Fellenbaum 

Fellenbaum 

Ferraro

Francoeur

Fulton

Fulton

Garman Bobbi 3/1/2020

Jack 3/1/2020

Gregory 11/4/2012

Garman

Hanson

Hanson Mary Claire 11/4/2012

Teresa 12/29/2024

David 11/4/2018

Lisa 11/4/2018

Lee

Hanson 

Hnath 

Hnath 

Hurst 

Hutcheon Robert 12/13/2020

Barbara 3/20/2016

Amandra 4/29/2012

Inzitari 

LaPlant 

Marina 12/29/2024

LaPlant Clint

LaPlant Helen



INACTIVE MEMBERS:

Lincoln

Mackin

Manes

Maus

Maus

McAvoy

Murphy 

Murray

Murray

Martin

Nolan

Pough

Ralston

Rebollo

Rebollo

Rossman

Rossman

Samela

Samela

Schulte

Schulte

Smith

Sowka

Visconti

Ronald

Maria

Sandra

Bruce

Denise

Mark

Dorene

Karen

Peter

Laurie

Mary Ann

Kathleen

Wendy

Adrian

Rebecca

David

Pamela

Cynthia

William

Jordan

Tracy

Paula

Janet

Diane

LindaWhelan

11/5/2023

1/1/2017

12/21/1980

11/4/2012

11/4/2012

2/28/1999

4/11/1976

9/11/2016

9/11/2016

3/1/2020

7/7/2013

11/4/2018

11/5/2023

12/4/2022

12/4/2022

1/1/2017

1/1/2017

1/1/2017

1/1/2017

12/13/2020

6/2/2013

6/2/2013

6/2/2013

11/5/2023

6/2/2013

Batista

Cruz

DeLuise

LaPlant

Murray

Purpora

Ryan

Jason

Carol

Zandi

Jacob

Deborah

Anthony

David

3/23/1997

11/4/2012

10/7/2007

9/11/2016

4/1/2012

9/11/2016

Veltze Beatriz 12/8/2019

Brannelly Matthew  7/2/2017

Niver Dawn 6/10/1984

Norton Lorraine 4/6/2025

 LAST  FIRST  MEMBERSHIP DATE 



Jan - Dec 25 2025 Budget $ Over Budget

Income
Building Use 2,550 1,200 1,350

Capital Projects 2,375 0 2,375

Holiday Offerings 1,261 500 761

Individual 15,039 5,400 9,639

Loose Offerings 4,496 3,000 1,496

Memoriums 1,210 0 1,210

Miscellaneous

Christmas Bazaar 2,041 2,500 (459)
In-Kind Contributions 2,500 0 2,500

Tag Sales 665 500 165
TMB Money Market Interest 145 750 (605)

Total Miscellaneous 5,351 3,750 1,601
Pledges 93,639 81,900 11,739

Total Income 125,921 95,750 30,171

Expense
Advertising and Promotion 4,681 4,000 681

Bank Service Charges 493 1,200 (707)
Capital Project Expenditures 114 0 114

Christian Education 1,400 1,400 0

Dues and Subscriptions 135 100 35

Event Expenses 1,464 1,250 214

Insurance Expense 10,798 10,806 (8)
License Fees 507 464 43

Literature 268 300 (32)
Miscellaneous Expense 1,961 3,400 (1,439)
Missions 4,600 4,800 (200)
Pastor Discretionary Fund 0 400 (400)
Payroll Expenses 1,319 1,339 (20)
Postage and Delivery 151 120 31

Professional Fees

Musician 6,875 7,288 (413)
Pastor 31,950 31,950 0

Sexton 10,205 10,204 1

Substitute Musician 375 500 (125)
Substitute Pastor 750 1,000 (250)
Timothy Fund 4,800 4,800 0

Total Professional Fees 54,955 55,742 (787)
Repair & Maintainence - Grounds 406 700 (294)
Repair and Maintenance - Bldg 11,176 2,280 8,896

Telephone/Internet Expense 1,507 2,400 (893)
Utilities 6,492 6,950 (458)
Young Adult Fellowship Group 289

Total Expense 102,716 97,651 5,065

Net Income 23,205 (1,901) 25,106

WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
PROFIT & LOSS BUDGET vs. ACTUAL

 January through December 2025



ASSETS
Checking/Savings

Milford Bank CD 51,196$     

Milford Bank Checking 76,689$     
Trust Fund 308,308$   

TOTAL ASSETS 436,193$   

Operating Cash 96,957$      (12 mo. Oper. Cash)

Liabiities 29,968$      

LIABILITIES

Capital Projects 960$           

Capital Project Reserve 2,682$       

Total Cash 127,885$    

Christian Education Fund 2,963$       

Church Pantry Donations 310$          

Food Bank Cash Collections 335$          

Liability Insurance Deductible 5,000$       

Mission Donations
Samaritan's Purse contributions 30$            
Mission Donations - Other 1,775$       

Total Mission Donations 1,805$       

Payroll Liabilities 23$            

Timothy Fund 15,350$     

Unallocated Reserve 1,000$       
Youth Adult Fellowship Reserve 500$          

TOTAL LIABILITIES 29,968$     

WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
BALANCE SHEET

 As of December 31, 2025



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT FOR 2025 

An amount of forty-two sets of envelopes were distributed at the beginning of the year 2025. One  
more set of envelopes was added for a total of forty-three sets of envelopes distributed in the year 2025. 
Of these sets of envelopes, thirty-five were paid in full by December 2025. Of the remaining 
envelope sets distributed, seven recorded sporadic giving. The total giving amounts can be found in 
the treasurer’s report. 

For the Year 2026 fifty-two sets of envelopes were distributed. The estimated giving amount can be 
found in 2025 proposed budget under the listings of pledges. 

The Lord continues to provide for our needs but each year we face many challenges in meeting our budget 
and maintaining our staff and property. We must remember that the gifts we receive through God’s grace 
can never be equaled in our giving but should be constant in glorifying His Name through our tithes and 
offerings. 

Thank you for your fulfilling your commitment to God in supporting His Church here at Wildermere 
Beach Congregational. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Verna Batista 
Financial Secretary 



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
PASTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2025

In 2025, the Church observed its 130th year of ministry on the West Shore of Milford. Back in 1895 
thousands of people came to the beaches in the summertime. The church was formed to give folks a 
place to worship on Sundays. Much has changed in Milford and the USA since 1895 but the Church 
remains a vital part of the community- which now consists of people living in residence year around 
with a number of Air BnB rentals.

In 2024 we returned to the attendance levels before the pandemic hit in March 2020- and this past year 
we saw attendance grow past 54 to an average of 62 in the Sunday services.

I conducted 12 funerals/memorials/graveside services; 3 baptisms and 1 renewal of wedding vows (no 
weddings). Most of my sermons were expositions of Matthew’s Gospel focusing on the words and 
teachings of Jesus. I plan to finish chapters 26-28 in the first months of 2026 (Lent-Easter).

We have continued our search for a “Timothy” or a “Titus” to join the ministry as a summer or part-
time intern. No success in finding such a God-called pastor but we will continue searching and asking 
people to remember this in prayer (Matthew 9:38 and Acts 16:9). Hopefully we will have these prayers 
answered- all in God’s time.

As I approach my 14th year as Pastor (in June), I am grateful for all who share in the various 
responsibilities of service in our “little white beach church.” Happily, 2025 saw the return of a Vacation 
Bible School for children ages 4-11. Another new outreach has been the Shoreline Young Adult 
Fellowship. This small group of basically 20-30 year olds (singles and married) meets on the 2nd Friday 
night of each month.

Looking ahead to 2026, I am desiring to build on the existing young families who are part of the 
church- those with children. Besides the current activities of Sunday School, VBS, Easter Egg Hunt, 
Trunk or Treat, etc., I would like to see some other family related happenings. We should also be 
looking to restart a youth group as some of our children are starting to enter the teen years. The 
refurbishing of the ”Upper Room” will provide a place for this group to meet. What do you hear God 
calling you to do for the Kingdom in 2026?

Submitted by Rev. L. Kenneth Fellenbaum 



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
DIACONATE REPORT FOR 2025 

The board consists of nine deacons: Clint LaPlant, Jean Collins, Lisa Hnath, Ron Lincoln, Sandy Manes, 
Dorene Murphy, Laurie Martin, Beatriz Veltze and Rebecca Rebollo. I thank each for their time and service.

2025 events around Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas flowed well.

We mail birthday and anniversary cards to church members. Laurie Martin takes care of the birthdays and 
Jean Collins the anniversaries. The process has been working well.

Time for discussion and training was provided during our meetings for the best way to serve the elements at 
communion services. Everyone in attendance had an opportunity to practice the new procedure (two main 
ushers and two deacon ushers) following the Chairman’s request for uniformity and decorum while not 
interfering with the view of the altar for the streaming camera.

The 130th anniversary of WBCC was recognized and celebrated in September. Ron Lincoln and Dorene 
Murphy posted clippings and photos on the bulletin boards, showing how the church thrived since 1895.

Our focus will continue on the importance of the Usher position. The usher should be alert to the 
surroundings inside the building as well as outside. And we are always looking for additional ushers to spread 
out their days of service, allowing them quality time for worship with their families.

Welcoming newcomers by recognizing them with a “Welcome Pack” became a reality through the creative 
efforts of Lisa Hnath. They are now available and distributed as a newcomer is identified.

We were blessed by the participation from the congregation special services remembering Jesus’ birth, death 
and resurrection, asndpartaking in filling Easter and Thanksgiving food boxes for friends and shut-ins. 

Vision for 2026

• Events around Palm Sunday, Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas will be discussed and planned
• Usher training continued
• Discussions have been had regarding changes in the format of the Maundy Thursday service
• Visitations to members and friends as needed or requested
• Have the Last Supper Artwork framed and mounted behind plexiglass
• Discussion on a National Day of Prayer Service for WBCC and community
• Worship Leader – role of leadership and that of a student. Delve into the attitude of the worship leader.
• Deacon Chair requests a monthly meeting with Council President and Pastor to keep the line of

communication open on the spiritual direction of the Church.

In Christ, 

Clint LaPlant 
Deacon Chair 



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
TRUSTEES REPORT FOR 2025

Completed Tasks in 2025:

In Loving Service, 

Anthony Cruz and Bill Samela, Co-Chairs 

• January:
o Anthony and Peter took the exterior Christmas sign down

• February:
o Our neighbor John donated metal sleeves with caps he made for our exterior sign

• April:
o Set up the Sanctuary for Maundy Thursday service

• July:
o Flat screen TV was installed and wired in the Sunday school room

• September:
o Exhaust duct and stove hood were installed in the kitchen
o Sean Dwyer removed and closed in the triangle window in the second-floor classroom
o Mary Claire took all chemical waste for disposal
o A/C filters were cleaned and replaced

• October:
o Mary Claire and Tom Chaffin painted kitchen doors
o Dean Smith brought the fire extinguishers to Stuart White for annual inspection

• November:
o Church yard fall clean up
o Jim Fulton and Clayton replaced the faucets in the ladies’ room
o Set up the pews in the Sanctuary for the cookie stroll
o Sean Dwyer installed new Bilco doors outside of the fellowship hall

• December:
o Replaced lighting ballast in kitchen



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
MUSIC COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 2025 

“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 

rests!'” – Luke 2:13-14  

The incredible moment when angels filled the skies, worshiping God. Their message of joy not only celebrated Jesus’ birth 
but also the promise of peace and goodwill to all. We can learn from this to welcome joy in our lives and share it with others.

The Music Ministry began with special music from the Bridgeport Rescue Mission Women singing “How 
Great is Our God” and “The Goodness of God,” reminding us why we all gather to sing praises to our 
Heavenly Father. Other special music included: Clint and Friends singing “Man on the Middle Cross” 
and “Thank God for Sunday Morning” and the Jamaican Four (Albertha, Claudette, Monica & Vidalyn) 
singing “Since Jesus Came into My Heart” and “I’m Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table” with rhythm 
instruments. We do enjoy a variety in the Kingdom of God! 

Choir members rehearsed weekly and prepared 2 Mini-Musicals entitled “Redeemed by the Blood of the 
Lamb” and “Christmas…Sing the Joyful Song” narrated by Cindy Samela and Adrian Rebollo 
respectively. Thanks to Dave & Mike Hnath (sound) Karen Murray (programs) and the piano & pulpit 
movers. Choir members: Anthony Cruz, Beatriz Veltze, Bill Samela, Bruce Maus, Carol Davidson, 
Dorene Murphy, Jan Sowka, Jean Collins, Jim Fulton, Karen Murray, Laurie Martin, Lisa Hnath, Mark 
Bigos, Mary Jayne Cupole, Peter Murray, Sarah Beckwith, Tom Chaffin. 

Additional thanks to soloists: Dan Wilder, Lisa Hnath (harp), and Sarah Beckwith; duet: Dorene Murphy 
and Clint LaPlant with “Blessed Assurance”; and a small ensemble in French Je louerai l’Eternel  “Praise, I 
Will Praise You, Lord.” 

Appreciation and thanks to Linda Whittaker for “subbing” at the piano for my vacation. The 
Congregation is also thanked for singing from the WBCC Songbook and creating an even larger choir 
sound! “Praise Him! Praise Him! Tell of His excellent greatness; … Ever in joyful song!” (Fanny Crosby) 
.

Respectfully submitted, 

Debra Fellenbaum 
Church Musician 



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REPORT FOR 2025

Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”

I am thankful for the Lord’s blessing in 2025. The church has provided a generous space for Children’s 
Ministry, and God has provided children and volunteers. We had children and teachers every week for Sunday 
School, even though attendance varied weekly.

We continue with one multi-aged class, to use our volunteers wisely, since so many have multiple roles in our 
church. We are using curriculum from “Sermons4kids” which usually incorporates the Bible reading used in the 
Service, and from “Truewaykids.com.” I am very thankful for Jean Collins, Lisa Hnath, Lorraine Norton and 
Mary Claire Hanson who have faithfully volunteered to teach this year. Jean always seems to have a treat for the 
kids- either food, or something she just happens to have with her.

We had a successful VBS this Summer using Lifeway's “Magnified” curriculum. The 16 children and their 
families who attended enjoyed it. Thank you to everyone who contributed, made snacks, taught, helped and 
prayed for us. Special thanks to Meta Carter, a friend who now lives in TN, for sending all their decorations, 
crafts, etc. left from their VBS, and to Debra Fellenbaum who led a very spirited music section every day.

We are planning to have a Vacation Bible School June 22-26, 6-8 p.m. this summer. We are having a preliminary 
meeting in February to look into curriculum and start planning. If you are able to volunteer- we need teachers, 
kitchen staff, craft people and greeters- please let us know. Also, if you know children who might attend, please 
invite them. All are welcome.

Please keep the children in your prayers- the children we see at church, and those in the neighborhoods we see 
every day. Childhood isn’t the same as when we were growing up. There are many more temptations, 
distractions and dangers now, and many have no idea who God is, or have any connection to a faith that teaches 
right and wrong. May we be a safe place that shines God’s light and love to them.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Murray
Christian Education Superintendent 



As a church, our mission is to reach the lost. This is rooted in Scripture: "Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations… teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you" Matthew 28:19-20 (The Great 
Commission). Acts 1:8 states “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 

How do we reach the lost? We have to reach out! Our “Jerusalem” is Milford, our “Judea and Samaria” is New 
Haven and Fairfield counties. There are many ways in which we as a church reach out, not only to our members, 
but to the community, and the world at large: 

ONLINE PRESENCE 

• Church website- www.WBCCMilford.org
• Streaming Sunday service and Wednesday Bible study on Facebook

(https://www.Facebook.com/WBCCMilford/) and through the website
• Posting videos of services on YouTube (@WBCCMilford on www.YouTube.com).

E-MAIL and TEXTING
• Weekly e-mail to congregation and friends of WBCC
• Weekly Facebook post
• Texting service (starting in 2026)

SOCIAL MEDIA 
• Facebook page (WBCCMilford on Facebook)
• Daily Facebook Scripture posts
• Church YouTube channel (@WBCCMilford on YouTube)
• Patch- announcements regarding Sunday and Wednesday services, as well as special occasions such as tag sales,

Easter egg hunt, concerts and more

OTHER OUTREACH 
• Community mailings to approximately 6000 homes at Christmas and Easter
• Signage in front of church for Christmas, Easter and special events

We are always looking for help, especially in the area of Social Media. If you are interested, or have any expertise, 
in these areas, let us know! 

In His Service and Yours, 

Dave Hnath 

WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
PUBLICITY REPORT FOR 2025 



Our calendar is always full, and we are blessed to have hands and hearts willing to jump in and contribute to 
make each event a success. Repeat vendors and visitors actively used their social media platforms and connections 
to promote our events and widen the reach. It is such a blessing to speak with them and hear comment after 
comment about how they look forward to the events offered at WBCC. 

The year 2025 brought the following highlighted events: 

• Yankee Swap - Pastor Ken’s favorite event, that will be on hiatus in 2026.  Always lots of fun had by all,
opening and swapping many surprise packages and unusual treasures.

• International Potluck Dinner - The International Potluck Dinner this year was back with meals of the
heritage of our members and friends, including desserts!

• Easter Events - Our Easter Egg Hunt saw eager children seek out the over 1,000 candy-filled eggs scattered
on the church lawn.  Easter began with the Sunrise Service on the church grounds before communion in the
sanctuary, then to the fellowship hall for a delicious breakfast prepared by the men of the Church.

• Ladies Game & Dessert Night - This semi-annual event, hosted by Kathy Pough, was once again a fun
evening for the ladies of the church.  Come join us in Spring and Fall 2026!

• Spring & Fall Neighborhood Tag Sales - The seasonal tag sales continue to be a high traffic event.
Thankfully the weather was cooperative for both events this past year. We still have our regular vendors who
return as well as new ones who attend by word of mouth.

• Church Picnic - was held indoors this past September due to inclement weather. We also celebrated the
130th anniversary of the church with a concert in the sanctuary by the Milford Concert Band.

• Halloween Treat Night – 2025 was the eighth year we organized a treat night. Another beautiful weather
evening, allowing us to provide a safe and welcoming treat station for hundreds of trick or treaters.

• Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Packing Evening - We exceeded our totals from the previous year
and filled 301 boxes in 2025 (an increase of over 20% from 2024)!

• Christmas Bazaar & Cookie Stroll – We didn’t have the rush of previous years on the cookie stroll, but a
steady flow most of the day. A light snow at the start of the day made it feel like Christmas! Over 350 dozen
cookies prepared by our congregation and friends (mostly Pam & Paula)! We had some new vendors
participating, our infamous luncheon menu and Christmas music in every corner of the building.

Our ability to plan and organize these events allows us to expand our presence in the community and thereby 
expand our ability to share God’s love and all the blessings he bestows upon us. Thank you for the willingness 
and support of all our volunteers throughout the year! We are always looking for others to take on the 
responsibility of chairing and coordinating these events! It’s always good to have fresh ideas and leadership! Please see 
us if you are able to contribute your talents!

Respectfully Submitted,

Mary Claire Hanson & Paula Smith 

WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
EVENTS REPORT FOR 2025 

Mary Claire Hanson & Paula Smith



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
 

This Congregation continues to support the following ministries: 

• Bridgeport Rescue Mission, $300 quarterly plus clothing and food donations
• Lion of Judah Academy in Tanzania, Africa, $300 quarterly and prayers
• Haitian Helping Hands, $300 quarterly and prayers
• Samaritan’s Purse– 301 Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes from this congregation distributed

worldwide, aid for the Ukrainian people, and relief offerings for natural disasters
• Our Daily Bread Ministries which provides quarterly devotional guides and supplemental booklets
• Warm hats, scarves and gloves to Bridgeport Rescue Mission and Beth El Shelter

Tracts and Christian literature are available in the vestibule for use by all members and friends as well as 
visitors. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has many shawls made by the ladies of the Church. Please share with any in 
need of comfort in homes, rehab centers or hospitals. Currently in search of women who would like to 
contribute their talent of knitting and crocheting. 

The communication that we receive from each ministry is posted on the Missions bulletin board (located 
on the left, inside the entrance of the vestibule). 

I am still volunteering 2 times weekly at the Bridgeport Rescue Mission food pantry. We serve an average 
of 160-190 people on any given day. We continue to serve breakfast to those who are waiting to shop in 
pantry, and we also opened a warming center welcoming those who want to come in out of the cold.     

I also continue to volunteer at the Women's Life Change Program. This is a six (6) month program for 
women with addiction to drugs or alcohol or both.  We do a book study, reading a chapter each week, 
then engage in conversation to have the women open up about how they are feeling and how far they have 
come as they look forward to graduation! 

I enjoy engaging with the women and sharing my own experiences. I feel the Holy Spirit led me to 
Bridgeport Rescue Mission. I have observed the women allowing Jesus to come into their lives and the 
difference that has made. 

Please contact us if you feel led to expand your mission field! 

Submitted by Kathy Pough, Mission Chair 

MISSIONS REPORT FOR 2025 



Jan - Dec 26
Income

Building Use 1,350$          
Christmas Bazaar 2,000$          
Holiday Offerings 800$             
Individual 3,600$          
Loose Offerings 1,800$          
Memoriums -$             
Tag Sales 500$             
Pledges 100,000$      

Total Income 110,050$      

Expense
Advertising and Promotion 5,000$          
Bank Service Charges 840$             
Capital Project Expenditures -$             
Christian Education 2,400$          
Dues and Subscriptions 150$             
Event Expenses 1,650$          
Insurance Expense 9,152$          
License Fees 500$             
Literature 600$             
Miscellaneous Expense

Kitchen Supplies/Food Supplies 1,200$          
Miscellaneous Supplies 300$             
Office Supplies 400$             
Other Expenses 400$             
Sewer Taxes 350$             
Worship Service Supplies 400$             

Total Miscellaneous Expense 3,050$          
Missions 5,800$          
Pastor Discretionary Fund 600$             
Payroll Expenses 1,435$          
Postage and Delivery 150$             
Professional Fees

Musician 7,950$          
Pastor 31,950$        
Sexton 10,600$        
Substitute Musician 600$             
Substitute Pastor 1,000$          
Timothy Fund 4,800$          

Total Professional Fees 56,900$        
Repair & Maintainence - Grounds 700$             
Repair and Maintenance - Bldg 2,880$          
Telephone/Internet Expense 1,800$          
Utilities 6,600$          
Website 2,400$          
Young Adult Fellowship Group 900$             

Total Expense 103,507$      
Net Income 6,543$          

WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
PROFIT & LOSS BUDGET OVERVIEW

 January through December 2026



WILDERMERE BEACH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2026 

The Council President suggests the following list of names to the Annual Meeting for consideration 
as officers for 2026. 

POSITION     TERM EXPIRATION NAME 

President 1/2027 
Vice President (and Deacon chairperson) 
Recording Secretary 1/2027 
Treasurer 1/2027 
Financial Secretary 1/2027 
Clerk 1/2027 
Christian Education Superintendent 1/2027 

Deacons: 1/2027 
1/2027 
1/2027 
1/2028 
1/2028 
1/2028 
1/2029 
1/2029 
1/2029 

Trustees: 1/2027 
1/2027 
1/2027 
1/2028 
1/2028 
1/2028 
1/2029 
1/2029 
1/2029 

Mary Claire Hanson 
Clint LaPlant         
Cindy Samela 
Paula Smith 
Verna Batista  
David Hnath 
Karen Murray 

Beatriz Veltze        
Laurie Martin           
Lisa Hnath    
Jean Collins   
Ron Lincoln 
Sandy Manes             
Clint LaPlant- chair 
Wendy Ralston           
Rebecca Rebollo   

Bruce Maus 
Anthony Cruz- co-chair 
Tom Francoeur         
Jack Garman  
Tom Chaffin 
Jim Fulton  
Peter Murray 
Bill Samela- co-chair 
David Rossman  

[Note: According to the WBCC Constitution: 
1) There should not be less than six (6) deacons, nor less than three (3) trustees (VI.B.1)
2) Deacons and trustees serve for 3 years, with one-third of each board elected annually (VI.B.2)
3) The Vice President is the chair of the Deacons (VII.B.2)
4) Officers shall be members of the church in good standing (VI.B.3)]

1/2027 



2026 CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Ash Wednesday- Lent begins Wednesday, February 18th
International Potluck Dinner Friday, February 20th, 6:00 p.m.
Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, March 28th, 11:00 a.m.
Palm Sunday Sunday, March 29th
Maundy Thursday Service Thursday, April 2nd, 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service Sunday, April 5th, 6:30 a.m.

Easter Sunday Men’s Breakfast
Full buffet breakfast prepared & 
served by the Men of the church

Sunday, April 5th, 7:30 a.m.
(immediately following Sunrise/        
Communion Service)

Easter Sunday Church Service Sunday, April 5th, 10:00 a.m.
Ladies Game Night & Guest Speaker Friday, April 17th, 7:00 p.m.
Mothers Day Service Sunday, May 10th, 10:00 a.m.

WBCC Spring Neighborhood Tag Sale
Saturday, May 16th
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Fathers Day Service Sunday, June 21st, 10:00 a.m.

Vacation Bible School
TEACHERS & VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!

Monday, June 22nd- Friday, June 26th     
6:00 P.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Milford Concert Band Monday, July 6th, 7:00 p.m.

Annual Church Picnic 
Sunday, September 13th, 11:30 a.m.
immediately following worship service

WBCC Fall Neighborhood Tag Sale
Saturday, September 19th
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Ladies Game Night & Guest Speaker Friday, October 16th, 7:00 p.m.
Halloween Treat Evening Saturday, October 31st, 5:00 p.m.
Operation Christmas Child Packing Party Friday, November 6th, 6:00 p.m.
Operation Christmas Child Box Dedication Sunday, November 15th, 10:00 am
Advent begins Sunday, November 29th

Christmas Bazaar & Cookie Stroll
BAKERS & CRAFTERS NEEDED!!

Saturday, December 5th     
9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve Service 
Thursday, December 24th 
6:00 p.m.- Candlelight Service

EVENT DATE / TIME
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